Alliance for Candidate
\\ Engagement in Education

An Education Equity Agenda for California

This set of briefing papers present an Education Agenda for the next five years for
California’s leaders and the public to consider on the following urgent issues:

Implementing Early Ensuring Adequate and Diversifying California’s
Education Rate Reform  Stable Funding for Public Educator Workforce
Education
Improving Higher Education Modernizing Statewide Coordination on
Affordability Education

Why an Education Agenda is necessary for California

Despite California’s dedication to innovation and notable economic standing,
significant shortcomings in the state’s education systems are continuing to hold back
students of color, low-income students, English learners, and other underserved
populations. Our most underserved families continue to be under-enrolled in
high-quality early learning opportunities. Roughly two-thirds of Latinx and Black
students in the state are below grade level in reading, with even fewer at grade level in
math.! English Language Arts and mathematics achievement for English learners is
stagnant or declining.? Low-income students are significantly less supported in
completing a degree.’ Fewer Black students in the state are being supported to go to
college after high school than ten years ago.* Continuing on our current trajectory as
a state threatens not only the future of individual students and their families, it
would also negatively impact the state’s economic, health, and workforce sectors,
therefore limiting California’s continued innovation and prosperity.

CALEFT:.,_FE':"I”.‘S W Colicee . ‘ _A_ ™\ Children @ EarLY EDGE edtrust pun“c VOUNG
< TE":;_1 W i Opportunity X7 Now CALIFORNIA s \VEST nmcﬂTis INVINCIBLES



Alliance for Candidate Engagement in Education

How this agenda came together

Despite California’s dedication to innovation and notable economic standing,
significant shortcomings in the state’s education systems are continuing to hold back
students of color, low-income students, English learners, and other underserved
populations. Our most underserved families continue to be under-enrolled in
high-quality early learning opportunities. Roughly two-thirds of Latinx and Black
students in the state are below grade level in reading, with even fewer at grade level in
math.! English Language Arts and mathematics achievement for English learners is
stagnant or declining.? Low-income students are significantly less supported in
completing a degree.’ Fewer Black students in the state are being supported to go to
college after high school than ten years ago.* Continuing on our current trajectory as
a state threatens not only the future of individual students and their families, it
would also negatively impact the state’s economic, health, and workforce sectors,
therefore limiting California’s continued innovation and prosperity.

The accompanying briefing papers outline a set of key problems and evidence-based
solutions needed to improve California’s education systems equitably and effectively.
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